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nid Watkins, Camp Singer, l.oves Work

California Girl En-
thusiastic Over Draft
Men’s Good Taste
and Their Appreci-
ation of Music

g HE life of one who sings for suldiers
encamped i this countey partukes
somewhat of the nature of a perpetual
Caruso evening, witheJess Willard and
Daniel Boone as supporting artists. Miss
Enid Watkins is in town after sitiﬁw for
our soldiers since last August, and she
savs that the person who bewails the lack
of frontiers and of the adventures aris-
ing out of them should set wtt on a
Journey such as hers has been. -'
Miss Watkins 15 a comely Californian,
1Y she had

Mr. Shonts’s enterprise she might adver-

with lair like Etrnsean gold.

tise that she has sung for more soldiers
than were in the Paris garrison that taxi-

cabbed gayly out 1o meet the Germans at
the Marne.

Bat though our soldiers are not at all
indifferent to personal beauty, they want
music. They like the way Miss Watkins
sings, one learns from the Y. M. (. A.
War Conneil.  In consequenee she is soon
going again through the Eastern, Sonth-
ern and Western departments.

Never Room Enough in Huts.

The Young Men's Chnstian Ascocia-
tion has provided each camp with from
ten to fourteen buildings.  Among these
15 alwayvs the “hat™—really a theatre
which will seut more than a thousand men.
But there 15 never room cnough.

Either in this eountry or in Europe
“bringing down the house” is no longer
the phrase of an overenthusiastic musie
eritic, if there ever was such a person
anyway. Witness the case of a Y. M. (.
A. hat for Pershing’s men in Franee.
After a concerl, arvording to a recent
cable, it took several industrious and con-
seientions carpenters two days lo repair
the ravages made upon the buildings.

After the men had packed the andi-
torium until they could not move they
erowded about the doors and windows
outside until they were ont of hesring dis-
tance. Then some one thought ot taking
to the roof, and when the eoncert was
over the place looked like the temple atrer
Samson had pulled it down.

Camp Life Not Exciting.

You will -notice that there i a gentle
monotony in all news, from whatever
sonree, of the army camps. That is be-
eame n regular lite—risimg at hall-past
5 in {he morning, a lot of drills and lerc-
tures, ealing and peeling potatoes and
washing dishes and <o to bed—is not ex-
citing.

Miss Watkins sayvs that the men at tie
eantonments need music and good enier
tainment, bécause many of the camp=~ are
far {rom large eilies, which she thinks is
tlhe ideal situation. And then the time
o! waiting o go Lo fight s the most try
e of all

Miss Watkins swatened with pleasare
tle New York boyvs from Camp Upton
their magnificent parade. It was splen-
did,” she saad, “bat lown unear
every camp | have visited could give sueh
a parade with just as many aml as linely
trained men. 1 want people to know thns
Perhaps they do alveady; bul _lu-n’n-' L
nol  kuow

every

won! oul siginge 1 odud fom

mans fine soldiers we did have”
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Enid Watkins (at left) and Gladys Floete at Coronado Beach

And not nfrequently they are in bad
taste and make the soldiers” lives un-
limppy for an hour or so,

“Soldiers, they should remember, arve
Just people,  Thev seem to me a grear
deal more hnman than other people. And
the draft armes are the mos! representa
five and democratie orcanizations in the
world.

“When [ see what they really like and
liear what they ask for in the way of
musie and book= | amy proud of them,
For their standards are high,  Nobody
peed think that any claptrap muosic will
satisfy or thint foolizh and clieap magn-
zines will be read.  Further, such things
are pot wanted 1 the eamps, The boys
have taste and plenty ol common sense.”

At first Miss Watkins went cantion«ly
at making a programme, She had been
told by pertectly well meaning persons
that “the soldiers did not want any lagh-
brow stuff.” So she made np a hist of
good songs ol rather » medinm character,

But after the first tuue =he beeame
holder. Now she sings sometlung from

an opera, usually from one of Poecimi’s,
as he 15 the lavorite, and o Frenel, an
Ttaliun, a Seotch and an Teish song. She
has even tried Debussy on the soldiers,
and they were wild over the musie.

or ]N)]Illlur songs e soldiers hike first
“The Long, Long Traal.™  It's not out of
place to say that Zo Edhiott, the composer,
esteems Miss Watkin<"s cingingr ol thus the
best in the world, nol even Jdohin Met ‘or
wack’s exeepted.  Then thers are “Mewo-
ries,” “The Sunshune of Your Saale™ znd
“Keep the Home Fires Burning.”

Betore the war Miss Watkins pursaed
the calling of & emeent singer, having
been tramned o New  York and in the

g

. Cal.
Wesi.  Moreover, she learued the Indian
lore of the Southwest and uxed to attire
herself in the picturesque beads and buek
<kin of the red<kin and mive tribal chants
1o large and appreciative andiences,

When they asked her (o sing ot Angel
Island, in the hay of San Franciseo, and
the home of interned Germans, she was
indignant. But they soon explained that
the sland held a recruiting station, It
was there that she learned that she could
sing for soldiers, v

(M conrse many ol the boys wiite to
Miss Watking.  They are good letters,
too, all written, it appears, for a larger
andiense than a eoncer! singer. They show
a fine manhood and are suitable prelion
naries to heroism on batthe fields in north-
ern Franee,

“As soon as von gel into eamp,” Miss
Watkins said, “you are pleased with the
aood manners ot the men. They say the
French are more gallant.  Well: they can
not be more convteous and friendly than
one men.

“After a few minutes’ talk with them,
von know just wlom they have left at
home: whether it 19 a8 mother, sisters, a
brother, & elium, or a sweetheart. They
are so spontaneons and openhearted that
yotr fove them.”

They tell her thetr ambitions and give
therr opinions upon the daration ol the
Wit upen  world
their conver=alion 1= not destitute of re-
mark< on the meits of woodehoppine as

aned polities, thongh

# selingiap cxerese, and as for cookery
and seallers g, they ave becoming vx
et

“You =eldom bear o complaint from
e, =i sael, “althivash one vounsz man

i e machine g corps o camp said
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Need for Entertain-
ment Pressing, She
Says,After Monthsof
Experience All Over
_the Country

that Tor his part be was getiing lived of
looking at 40,000 men.”  Which wounid
hardly warrant s counrt-martial.

You find, she says, many educated men
of some fortune and place in the wo Id,
content to enlist without rank e the
armies, not feeling that they are betier
than anyvhody else.  There is David Proe-
tor of New York, a musicinn, an aelor,
lover of arl, a composer, and neh.  He
was at Spartunburg.  His only boast was
of o pudding made by his own haald, il
enjoved by forty men.
a favorite with the cook that he bad Tittle
time to elibh wood  Whicl Le found dis-
appointing, as e wanted 1o ent wood vath
the hest of them,  Now he s going 1o
France as one of the interpreters bor Gen,

He becae such

Per<ling.
Red Cross Much Respzcted.

soldiers, Miss Watkins saud, respevt the
Red Cross for the swealers aml warm
elothes whieh come varly in a man’s life
st traiming quarlers.  But whtn the job
of transportation comes they love 1. For
the wamen meet trains and give out eloe-
olate, bt coffer and sandwielies, not for-
getting  magazines and  games 1o havweps
them amused.  One of the letters Irom @
soldier boy, fashwoned after a milinary
order, gave au aeconnd of sueh g journey.

Ratroad  Journess country
are franeld with many lardships. There
i« compensatine omasement.  Take the
case of Deming, N. M. I was a sur
prise to Miss Waikins that she went there
at all: but it was 4 blow [or the soldiers

abouat  the

at lirst.

Here cawe a telegram which said te
meet the train, that Enid Watking wonld
artive at 4 o'clock.  The orderly who gol
the job complained bitterly. That fel-
low \Walkins, be said, must think him-
sell a grand personage. Plenty ol bel-
ter men, he'd bet, than Watlling, had
walked from the eamp without all this
fuss. And though in the end the order
had to be obeved, it didn't make any
great Lit in eamp to think that a snob
was arriving, whatever the nature of his
visit might be.

Orderly Much Relieved.

At 4 o'elock that afterncon the iraim
wave up two zood looking youyg women.
The elond flew off the orderly’s fuce in
record time when one of these ladies said
she was Emid Watkine, eome to sing lor
them.

For the auto it was bul a matter of &
few minutes baek to ecamp with the glori-
ous news.  They had just got ont of
sight of the station when a feree saml-
storm arose. The air was so thick with
dust that they could see nothing. Some

“suy they had to tuke the gravel ont of

their moaths, as a man does when lLe is
reduced 1o ealing terra firma in a tool-
ball game. But after an experience as
devastating to the latest San Franeciseo
sivles as the locusts were to FEgvpl they
ot to camp.

Miss Watkins and her companion wers
received so cordially that they stayed five
days, having no clothes whatever except
those they wore. So they'd take a day
off now and then #nd wash. By doing this
you didn’t lose your social standing. Al
the 40000 or so men bent their hacks 10
menial toil, <o ther

Just saeh

false shame.

Wi no

Cabaret Business Slow.

The town hns several eabaret=, all car-
ried on in frue movie fashion, witly vil-
lains, heroes, ieroines, Mexicans and cow-
punclers. Villains and Mexicans aie in-
digenous to the locality, but the others
sprang up to glean a few coins from (he
soldier=.  And bu<iness is not rushing.

The cowboys ecome in ki-vicing and
huekerooing, it that's what vou eall it, and
shoot out all the lighis in the town weeord-
to the best Wild West traditions, Al
thongh these things are enterininine in
the cinema, Miss Watkins sgys the are
really too realistie in a l'!u'ﬂ"lt[t, Mavpe-
over, they are not what the soldiers want.

Unlike the vaesne lingings ol the eivil

vopulation, the soldiers have deliniie
noedss Warm elothes, eignretles, leiters,
lest tie it_‘-' all meam=: gl bk and

nuteazanes, ol moisie, siging, orehess

Pras, solisbs




